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Abstract. Kampung Batik Laweyan is a batik tourist destination located in the city of Surakarta. Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, Kampung Batik Laweyan was visited by all tourists. During the COVID-19 pandemic, tourism in Kampung 
Batik Laweyan experienced a decline. Some batik entrepreneurs have switched professions to become culinary 
entrepreneurs, so currently, several new dining areas are emerging. Architectural changes that occur are changing the 
function of the space in the batik entrepreneur's house into the dining areas. This study aims to identify changes in the 
function of space in the houses of batik entrepreneurs in Kampung Batik Laweyan. This research method uses the 
descriptive-qualitative method. The results of this study are in the form of a description of the changes in the function of 
space that occur. Keywords. Kampung Batik Laweyan,  Tourist Destination, COVID-19, Changes in Space Functions, 
Batik Entrepreneur's House. 

INTRODUCTION 

Batik tourism is currently one of the most popular tourism for tourists. Both local and foreign. Batik tourism is 
usually located in a settlement of batik craftsmen who have existed since ancient times. One of these batik craftsmen's 
settlements is the Laweyan Batik Village Settlement in Surakarta. 

Kampung Batik Laweyan is located on the banks of the Banaran River, formerly a lawe trading village which was 
mostly made in the areas of Gawok, Jatinom, Juwiring, Pedan, and the area around the Kingdom of Pajang, Surakarta. 
Then in 2004 it changed to Kampung Batik Laweyan because it became one of the tourist destinations and batik 
souvenirs in Surakarta City. 

The hallmark of batik motifs in Laweyan has a light color. These differences in characteristics make Laweyan a 
batik tourism village in the city of Solo, then the Laweyan area which is better known by local and foreign tourists. 
Tourists who come can also learn how to make batik and learn about the batik production processes firsthand. 

Backgrounds 

According to an interview with Mr. Priyatmono in 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic which lasted for more than 1.5 
years affected tourism aspects including the condition of tourism in Kampung Batik Laweyan. Many changes in 
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Laweyan Batik Village are related to problems due to the impact of this COVID-19 pandemic. Among them are, a 
decrease in the number of tourist visits by almost 90%, a decrease in economic income and a decrease in the number 
of batik entrepreneurs by 25%, the shift of some batik entrepreneurs to culinary entrepreneurs so that several new 
cafes and restaurants appear during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The change in function in the space that occurred in Kampung Batik Laweyan during the COVID-19 pandemic 
was the change in the function of the batik entrepreneur's home space into the dining area as an effort to maintain 
economic stability for batik entrepreneurs. 

 

 
 

FIGURE 1. This Is The Map And The Samples From The Research. There Are 4 Research Samples. 

Problems  

The COVID-19 pandemic that has lasted since March 2020 has resulted in a decrease in the number of visitors to 
Kampung Batik Laweyan, and the economic income of batik entrepreneurs has decreased. This has an impact on the 
function of the batik entrepreneur's house. It is feared that this change will affect the reduction of batik sales efforts 
which have become the identity of Laweyan Batik Village. The research question is, how is the change in the function 
of space that occurs in the batik entrepreneur's house into the culinary area.  
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Aim 

The purpose of this study is to describe the changes in the function of the use of space in the houses of batik 
entrepreneurs in Kampung Batik Laweyan. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 The method used in this study is a qualitative descriptive method. According to Moleong (2011; 6) qualitative 
research is research that intends to understand the phenomenon of what is experienced by the research subject, for 
example, behavior, perception, motivation, action, and others, holistically, and by way of description in the form of 
words and language, in a special natural context by utilizing various natural methods. 

Through descriptive-qualitative research, the researcher found several cases that were obtained deductively, 
namely the case that occurred at the Entrepreneur's House in Kampung Batik Laweyan, namely the change of the 
function in interior space caused by the COVID-19 pandemic into the dining area. 

The descriptive-qualitative method was chosen in this study because it was carried out through observations to 
describe, explore documents, analyze according to the timeline, and interpret the current conditions to obtain 
information about the actual situation. 

History of Kampung Batik Laweyan 

Kampung Batik Laweyan has existed since 1500 AD. The Laweyan area used to be overgrown with cotton trees 
and was a center for the yarn industry which later developed into an industrial center for woven fabrics and clothing. 
These woven fabrics and clothing materials are often called Lawe, so this area is then called Laweyan. Laweyan 
industry and trade have grown since the use of the Jenes River as a trade transportation route to and from the Kingdom 
of Pajang known as Bandar Kabanaran (Priyatmono, 2015). 

  The development of changes in the shape of the building can be influenced by the batik industry and traditional 
Javanese culture in Kampung Batik Laweyan Surakarta. Namely in the early period (1900–1920s), middle (1930– 
1960s), and the late period (1970–2000s) of the 20th century. The initial period coincided with the time when the batik 
business began to develop. The middle of this period coincided with the peak of the batik business. This last period 
parallels when the batik business experienced a setback and then bounced back. The transformation of several 
dwellings in Kampung Batik Laweyan is very useful for homeowners and their generation so that the building remains 
sustainable by its function, especially for the existence of batik business (Cahyono, 2017). 

Kampung Batik Laweyan grew up among the court bureaucrats and ordinary people. Sociologically, it can be said 
that the Laweyan community is an enclave society. The existence of this community is very different from the larger 
community around it, so the existence and social interaction are so closed (Geertz, 1973; in Baidi, 2006: 242). Because 
to maintain their community, they depend more on the Laweyan community itself. 

According to an interview with Mr. Priyatmono in 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic which lasted for more than 1.5 
years affected tourism aspects, including tourism conditions in Kampung Batik Laweyan. Many changes in Laweyan 
Batik Village are related to problems due to the impact of this COVID-19 pandemic. Among them are, a decrease in 
the number of tourist visits by almost 90%, a decrease in economic income and a decrease in the number of batik 
entrepreneurs by 25%, the shift of some batik entrepreneurs to culinary entrepreneurs so that several new cafes and 
restaurants appeared during the COVID-19 pandemic. Of the approximately 89 showrooms and batik industries in 
Kampung Batik Laweyan, 27 of them were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In total 36 batik entrepreneurs use 
their homes as places to sell batik (An Interview With Kampoeng Batik Laweyan Development Forum, 2021). 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

• Changes in Space Functions in Case Number 1 
 
Previously: Case Number 1 was once the home of one of the batik entrepreneurs in Kampung Batik Laweyan. 
This house is located on Jalan Sidoluhur, founded more than 50 years ago. This house has a batik showroom 
at the front of the building. In the past, this batik showroom sold various batiks produced by these batik 
entrepreneurs. Then after this batik entrepreneur died, none of his descendants continued. Furthermore, the 
building in Case Number 1 was left vacant for several years. 
 
 Currently : In July 2021, coinciding with the COVID-19 pandemic, the building in Case Number 1 turned 
into a dining area with the concept of a café. The cafe is called Kopi Ruang Janji. The tenants of this restaurant 
are Mr. and Mrs. Rei. They changed the space in the car garage area, front porch, and the former batik 
showroom into a dining area. Then the bicycle garage turned into a pantry and cashier. 
 

 

 

(Before) (After) 

FIGURE 1. Before After Exterior Change Function in Case Number 1 
 

 
• Changes in Space Functions in Case Number 2 

 
Previously: Case Number 2 used to be a big house of one of the batik entrepreneurs in Kampung Batik 
Laweyan named Alm. Rob Sumampov. This house is in the style of Indisch Architecture, built more than 50 
years ago. This house consists of three buildings that stand in a row facing north of Jalan Dr. Radjiman. On 
the west side of the building, there used to be a showroom and a batik-making place. Then in the middle 
building was formerly the core house of the late. Rob Sumampov. Then on the east side of the building, it 
used to be a service area, and rooms for entertaining guests. This house has a garden at the back (on the south 
side). In this park, there used to be statues and offerings for homeowners to carry out rituals. After this batik 
entrepreneur died, none of his descendants continued. Furthermore, the building in Case Number 1 was left 
vacant for several years. 
 
Currently : In November 2020, this building turned into a restaurant and coffee shop, under the same 
management, namely Canting Londo. The building on the westernmost side has turned into a coffee shop and 
behind it is a meeting room; The central building and the garden at the back are turned into a restaurant. In 
the back garden area, there is a stage in the middle for live music events and other outdoor party needs. This 
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park is also often used as a pre-wedding photo event. While the building on the easternmost side turned into 
a kitchen, and several rooms for guests who want to stay at the restaurant and coffee shop. The outdoor area 
of this building turns into an outdoor dining area. 

  
(Before) (After) 

FIGURE 2. Before After Outdoor Change Function in Case Number 2 
 
• Changes in Space Functions in Case Number 3 

 
Previously: Case Number 3 was formerly the home of a batik entrepreneur in Kampung Batik Laweyan. This 
building has a Javanese, European and Chinese architectural style and was built in 1921. Then after the owner 
died and no one continued the batik business, this building was left empty for several years. Then in March 
2018, this building was transferred to a batik gallery, a batik workshop, and a batik shop by KRHT Heru 
Cahyono Notodiningrat. This building consists of two floors. On the first floor is a place for batik galleries, a 
batik workshop, and a place for selling batik; the second floor is the administrative office and meeting room. 
This building has a large garden and is used as a parking area for visitors. 
 
Currently : In April 2019 the garden and parking area at Ndalem Gondosuli slowly turned into a dining area, 
and in 2020, to be precise during the COVID-19 Pandemic, this dining area is growing by adding lounge and 
toilet facilities. This dining area later became a Café with the name Saudagar Café. At Saudagar Café there is 
a stage in the middle for live music events and other outdoor party needs. This park is also often used as a pre-
wedding photo event. 
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(Before) (After) 

FIGURE 3. Before After Outdoor Change Function in Case Number 3 
• Changes in Space Functions in Case Number 4 

 
Previously: Case Number 4 is the building of a batik entrepreneur named Ibu Ifah Gusti. He is the owner of 
Batik Puspa. The building is in the style of Contemporary Architecture. Founded in 2000. The building 
consists of two floors. The first floor is a showroom, batik making, and some rooms in the house. There is a 
backyard and a terraced yard with lots of vegetation. On the first floor, there is a car garage as well. The 
second floor contains several rooms from the owner of the house. 
 
Currently : In July 2020, during the COVID-19 Pandemic, the area in the front yard and garage of Case 
Number 4's house was turned into a place to eat. The showroom and the place to make batik are inside the 
house and backyard, so it doesn't change. Ibu Ifah said the reason for turning the front yard and garage into a 
dining area was to increase income apart from the batik business since the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

  
(Before) (After) 

FIGURE 4. Before After Terrace Change Function in Case Number 4 
 
Figure 1 shows one of the spaces in each batik entrepreneur's house before changing the function of the space. 
Specifically, in Case Number 1 and Case Number 2, the former house of a batik entrepreneur has been abandoned and 
has become an empty house. Figure 2 shows some of the spaces of each house and the former houses of some batik 
entrepreneurs which has been converted into a dining area. 
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The following is a table of changes in the function of space in the batik entrepreneur's house before and after the 
changes. 

 
TABLE 1. Changes in the function of space in the Batik Entrepreneur's House 

Space Change In Case Space Functions Before Changed Space Functions After Changes 
Case Number 1 The garage, showroom, and 

front yard of a batik 
entrepreneur's house. 

The space in the car garage, 
front porch, and former batik 
showroom is the dining area. 

Then the bicycle garage turned 
into a pantry and cashier. 

Case Number 2 Home, service area, outdoor 
area, and batik showroom from 

batik entrepreneurs. 

All of them have been 
transformed into a dining area. 
In the service area, some turned 
into a kitchen and some rooms 
for visitors who want to stay. 

Case Number 3 The outdoor area of Ndalem 
Gondosuli (formerly the home 

of a batik entrepreneur). 

The entire outdoor area turns 
into a dining area. In some 

spaces, the Butiq room turns 
into a pantry and cashier. 

Case Number 4 The front porch and garage of 
the batik entrepreneur's house. 

The whole thing turned into a 
place to eat and a cashier at the 

end of the dining area. 
 
Most of them are used front yard, garage, and batik showroom area which has to occur changed in function into 

the dining area. Some of them are used full of house’s space and outdoor area which has to occur changed in function 
into the dining area. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the previous analysis, it was found that most of the changes occurred in the change in the function of the 
batik entrepreneur's house in Kampung Batik Laweyan when the COVID-19 pandemic turned into a dining area. Some 
of the changes used the terrace area and the front of the house as a dining area, some used the entire room in the former 
batik businessman's house as a dining area. The physical changes in most of the former houses of batik entrepreneurs 
are the repainting of doors and windows, as well as the arrangement of vegetation to act as a barrier and conditioning 
for natural ventilation in the dining building. Most use the concept of semi-indoor, semi-outdoor, and outdoor with 
natural ventilation using a variety of vegetation that surrounds the dining area. 
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