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ABSTRACT

Reading ability is a fundamental skill that every individual needs to possess, especially during school years.
Reading ability, particularly reading comprehension, is essential for developing skills and adapting to various
changes. Reading comprehension is a complex process in which the reader must extract and construct meaning from
a text composed of written words. Reading comprehension skills can also promote the development of critical
thinking, understanding the context of the text, analyzing information, and drawing conclusions based on the text.
Therefore, reading comprehension needs to be improved and developed in education in Indonesia. This study was
conducted with the aim of examining and analyzing the level of children's reading ability, particularly in reading
comprehension. The research employed a quantitative research method. The participants in this study consisted of
42 fifth-grade elementary school children, selected using a purposive sampling method. Data collection for this
research was carried out using a reading comprehension questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted of 4 reading
passages, each containing 5 questions. In total, the questionnaire had 20 questions, each measuring children's
reading comprehension ability based on the reading passages. The research questionnaire had a Cronbach's alpha
of .753, indicating that the measurement tool used is reliable. The analysis results showed that children's reading
abilities varied, but most children possess a fairly good basic level of reading comprehension. The findings are
expected to serve as recommendations for implementing teaching strategies that can enhance children’s reading
comprehension skills.
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1. PREFACE

The revolutionary industry 4.0 has led to in significant changes in diverse domains, such as
social structures, technology, and innovation, with significant impacts for society (Tiatri et al.,
2023). These changes entail continuous adaptation by enhancing an individual's capacity to
overcome future obstacles (Aspernis et al.,, 2023). Education is a good method for supporting this
adaptation process by allowing individuals to learn and improve future-relevant knowledge and
skills (Tiatri et al, 2020). According to Chazan, education seeks to promote learning,
comprehension, and behaviour through a variety of activities carried out in a variety of
environments (Chazan et al., 2022). Reading ability is a fundamental skill that every individual
needs to possess, especially during school years (Smith et al., 2021; Erya et al., 2021). Reading
ability has emerged as a vital talent for success in this period, given that it enhances one’s
capacity to efficiently process and comprehend information (Retaminingrum et al., 2019).
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However, Indonesian children demonstrate low reading ability, as seen by PISA findings (Tiatri
et al., 2020; Tiatri et al., 2023). The 2022 PISA results show that Indonesia's scores in
mathematics, reading, and science are below the OECD average. These findings emphasize
Indonesian children' s ongoing issues with reading comprehension, which is essential for
developing critical thinking abilities and integrating textual information to past knowledge (Yu et
al., 2022). As a result, effective strategies are required to improve children's reading abilities and
comprehension levels. Therefore, reading comprehension needs to be improved and developed in
education in Indonesia.

Snow defines reading comprehension as a process by which readers extract and construct
meaning from written text (Snow, 2002). This dynamic interplay between the reader, the text,
and the aim of reading encompasses prior knowledge, critical thinking, and inferential reasoning
(Alogaili, 2012; Li et al., 2016). According to Kintsch, the basic purpose of reading is to
understand, in which that includes interpreting words, phrases, and whole texts (Kintsch, 1998).
Children with comprehension skills are able to objectively analyze information and contextually
comprehend textual meaning. However, children with poor reading comprehension frequently
struggle to understand deeper meanings, create mental images, or draw conclusions from texts
(Bowyer-Crane et al., 2005). Such difficulties are closely related to a limited vocabulary (Nation,
1997).

According to research, children with lower comprehension skills experience struggles identifying
context-appropriate words than their higher-performing peers (Oakhill, 1983). This constraint
has an impact on their capacity to analyze texts, decipher nuanced meanings, and relate new
information to existing knowledge. Addressing these issues necessitates specific solutions for
improving reading comprehension that are aligned with children' s learning needs and
educational objectives.

Based on the explanation above, researchers realize that children' s reading comprehension skills
are needed. In addition, researchers see that research related to children' s reading comprehension
levels is very interesting. Therefore, this study aims to examine and analyze the level of
children's reading ability, especially in reading comprehension.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

Samples

This technique selects participants based on certain criteria that are in accordance with the
research needs. The non-random sampling technique used is a purposive sampling technique.
Purposive sampling aims to group participants into certain categories according to existing
criteria.

Measurement

Data collection in this study was carried out using a reading comprehension questionnaire. The
reading comprehension questionnaire was developed to measure children' s ability to
comprehend, summarize, and integrate information in the text. This ability can be assessed by
composing questions based on the reading text. The research questionnaire had Cronbach's alpha
value of .753. This result shows that the measuring instrument used in the study is reliable.

The questionnaire consisted of 4 expository reading texts. Each text was equipped with 5
questions. So overall, the reading comprehension questionnaire has a total of 20 items. Each item
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was designed to measure children' s reading comprehension ability based on the text. Each item
comes with 4 answer options, namely a to d, with one correct answer. Reading comprehension
was assessed by giving a score of 1 for each correct answer and O for incorrect answers.
Participants can achieve the highest score of 20, and the lowest score that can be achieved is 0.
The higher the score obtained by the participant, the better the ability in reading comprehension.
Conversely, the lower the score, the lower the reading comprehension skills.

Data collection and analysis

This research was conducted using quantitative research to achieve the research objectives.
Quantitative research was chosen to enable systematic and specific data collection and analysis.
Data collection was carried out by distributing questionnaires to participants. Data from
questionnaires that have been filled out by participants are then analyzed using statistical
techniques. Data processing was carried out with the help of SPSS software.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
This study involved 42 participants who were in grade 5 of elementary school. This study was
conducted in two schools in area B. Participants can be classified based on gender, grade, and

school. Information on the classification of participants can be seen in Table 1 and Table 2.
Table 1

Number of Participants
N
School 1 12
School 2 27
Total 42
Table 2
Gender of Research Participants
N
Male 23
Female 19
Total 42

In this study, data processing techniques began with descriptive analysis. This analysis aims to
identify and understand the participants' demographic data. With descriptive analysis, the basic
characteristics of participants can be known, such as gender, school and education level. After
the descriptive analysis was conducted, the data was then processed using several statistical tests,
namely the reliability test, and the normality test. In addition, the data that has been obtained is
processed to determine and group children based on their reading comprehension ability level.

The reliability test is used to ensure and determine the consistency of the research measuring
instrument, the results of this reliability test can be seen in Table 3. The normality test was
carried out to determine the distribution of data, the results of the normality test can be seen in
Table 4. Grouping children based on reading comprehension ability was carried out to determine
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the overall level of children' s reading ability. The entire research data processing process was
carried out using software SPSS.

Table 3
Reliability Statistics
Cronbach’s Alpha N of Items
753 20
Table 4
Test of Normality

Kolmogorov-Smirnov

Statistic df Sig.

136 42 .049

Based on the research data, researchers found that out of 42 children, 1 child was in the very low
category (2.4%). 8 children are in the low category (19.0%). 14 children are in the good enough
category (33.3%). 8 children are in the good category (19.0%). And 11 children are in the
excellent category (26.2%). The categorization of participant groupings can be seen in Table 5.

Table 5
Categorization of Participants

Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent
Very Low 1 2.4 24
Low 8 19.0 21.4
Good Enough 14 33.0 54.8
Good 8 19.0 73.8
Very good 11 26.2 100/0
Total 42 100.0

The results showed that overall children' s ability in reading comprehension varied. In addition, it
can be concluded that most children already have reading comprehension skills at a fairly good
level. Therefore, it is necessary to develop children' s reading comprehension skills with certain
strategies.

One of the strategies that can be used to help children in understanding a reading in depth is by
including relevant images in the reading. This method of learning through images or
visualization can also be applied to support children in learning texts more deeply (Leopold &
Mayer, 2015). This learning method is also often known as the multimedia principle. Many
research focus on multimedia principles that state students can learn more effectively while
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combining text and images rather than with text alone (Butcher, 2014; Mayer, 2009; Mayer,
2014). This principle reveals that students who are given learning materials in the form of a
combination of sentences and visual elements, such as pictures or graphs, tend to have a greater
chance of broadening and deepening their understanding of the material learned. Not only does
this approach improve overall understanding, but it also makes it easier for students to relate new
information to their prior knowledge. Thus, the integration of text and visuals can create a more
effective and meaningful learning experience. In addition, some studies also explain that
applying a combination of verbal and visual material can help in learning (Leutner et al., 2009;
Mayer, 2001; Mayer 2005; Schnotz, 2005; Hu et al., 2021).

Also, learning using imagery can also be used to help children in reading comprehension (Leahy
& Sweller, 2004). This result is also known as the multimedia effect. Multimedia effects have the
potential to enhance an individual's ability to solve problems more effectively. This
problem-solving ability can be implemented by adding visual elements, such as relevant images.
These visuals can be added to the learning material or replace some of the text content. In
addition, by including images that support the learning context, children can more easily grasp
learning concepts, as well as connect them to prior knowledge, and apply them in problem
solving. This approach not only has an effect on the learning process, but can also promote
deeper understanding and better practical application. The use of this method can also help
children in the process of remembering. Several studies have found that the better the ability to
imagine the context of a text, the higher the ability to remember it in the long term (Leopold &
Mayer, 2015; Paivio, 1990; Sadoski & Quast, 1990). With these methods, it is expected that
children can more easily understand and remember the readings studied.

The second method that can be used is imagining the context of the text, which involves trying to
create a mental picture of the content of the text. This method can be applied by asking children
to read a text, then close their eyes to imagine the context in the text. This method can also be
used to utilize an individual's ability to form mental images. Mental images are visual
representations in the mind. This representation can be applied to understand and integrate
information more deeply.

The method of imagining the context of the text can provide many benefits during the learning
process. When creating mental images, children can more easily understand the context
conveyed in the text. In addition, this method also facilitates the information recall process as
mental imagery strengthens the connection between new and pre-existing knowledge. The
imagination-based learning principle is based on the realization that mental imagery plays an
important role in learning, memory and thinking processes. Many studies have focused on
exploring the basic characteristics and functions of mental imagery that can support cognitive
abilities.

4. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

This study discusses the reading comprehension skills of children in two schools in area B. The
study involved 42 children from grade 5 elementary schools. The purpose of this study is to
determine the level of children' s reading comprehension. So that it can apply learning strategies
that can improve children' s reading comprehension skills. The results showed that the children
already had a fairly good ability in reading comprehension. However, the results of this study
cannot show that children have fully possessed good comprehension skills. The results of this
study were obtained by comparing them with their peers only.
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Based on the results of the above research, the researcher provides suggestions in paying
attention to and developing children' s reading comprehension. The application of developing
children' s reading comprehension is by providing variations in learning. One way that can be
used to improve reading comprehension is to use the method of drawing or imagining text or
visualization in the form of images. By using these methods, it is hoped that children can be
more interested in learning and improving children' s abilities in reading comprehension.
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