International Journal of Application on Social Science and Humanities
Vol. 1, No. 4, Nov 2023: pp 264-269 ISSN-L 2987-8241 (Electronic Version)

MACHIAVELLIANISM IN EDUCATIONAL SETTING: WHAT IS
KNOWN? A SCOPING REVIEW

Bonar Hutapea! & Salwa Divani Tausi?

Faculty of Psychology, Tarumanagara University Jakarta
Email: bonarh@fpsi.untar.ac.id
2Undergraduate of Psychology, Tarumanagara University Jakarta
Email: salwa.705200261@stu.untar.ac.id

Enter :20-09-2023, revision: 02-10-2023, accepted for publication : 06-10-2023

ABSTRACT

A Machiavellian can persuade people, but his connotation is more in the negative sense. They do it merely for their
own benefit. Machiavellianism has allegedly been found in various contexts, such as politics, business, and
organization, including education. Among others, spoofing, using writing without the owner’s permission, and
plagiarism are commonly done. This can be serious because this behavior will harm others. Through this study,
literature related to Machiavellianism in the educational setting of 20 pieces will be studied. This review will be done
using the PRISMA guide. The research samples typically consist of school students and university students with an
age range of 20 to 40 years. The results of the review found that Machiavellianism influenced most of the problematic
behavior that exists in the educated world. It is hoped that the results of this study can be used as a source of knowledge
and the basis for developing interventions so that Machiavellianism does not ruin the world of education.
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1. PREFACE

Machiavellianism has been investigated since the 1970s. Even though this topic started as a
political issue, many are trying to find other connections, such as business, organizational, and
even clinical (Lang & Lénard, 2015). Machiavellians can persuade others to get what they want
through deception, manipulation, or coercion (Mccleskey, 2013). These deeds apparently also
happened in the education sphere, particularly among many educators, regarding competitive
situations.

In an educational setting, Machiavellianism is one of the factors that influence how a person can
develop unethical behavior. Maggalatta an Adhariani (2020) stated that Machiavellianism is
associated with unethical behavior. When someone does something they shouldn't do, they are
engaging in unethical behavior. If seen in the world of education, this behavior includes cheating
(Esteves et al., 2021) using writing without the owner's permission, plagiarizing a work, and much
more. These do not only neglect the ethical code of conduct but also possibly violate the law.
Machiavellianism can occur both in students and teachers. In fact, their behavior can influence
each other in shaping Machiavellianism.

Machiavellianism most pronounced in students of politics and law, least pronounced in students
of social work, nursing and education (Hedrih, 2023)

Concluding the above, one question arises that can be raised as a formulation of the problem in
this research: what is Machiavellianism like in the world of education? In answering this question
and understanding the scope of Machiavellianism in educational settings, we conducted a
systematic literature review. The author reviews and summarizes various pieces of research and
literature regarding Machiavellianism, especially those relevant to education. Hopefully, this
article can provide insight into Machiavellianism in the world of education and can become the
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basis for further research and efforts to design prevention and intervention so that it does not get
worse.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This systematic literature review uses assistance from the 2020 Preferred Reporting System for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analysis (PRISMA) (Haddaway et al., 2022) in selecting the
literature. The articles were searched through several databases, including Google Scholar,
Semantic Scholar, and PubMed, with the keywords "Machiavellianism” AND "Education™ OR
"Academic" OR "School™ AND "Learning" OR "Competition” AND "Student" OR "Students" OR
"Teacher" AND "Dishonest™ OR "Misconduct” OR "Cheating". The article search focused only
on the last 10 years, namely from 2013 to 2023.

This study initially obtained 769 articles. However, another 423 articles were removed due to
article duplication checking and automated eligibility testing by the tool. This left 346 articles, and
a further 308 were excluded due to discrepancies in the title and abstract of the literature. There
were 48 articles that entered the eligibility test stage, but for several reasons, 18 articles were
discarded, including population error (n = 16) and wrong results (n = 2). In the end, there were 20
articles left in total to be used in this literature study.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

There are 20 articles that meet the criteria. These articles focus on topics that discuss
Machiavellianism in the education sphere, such as school and campus environments in several
countries. These articles use various study designs, namely quantitative studies (17 articles),
qualitative studies (2 articles), and experimental studies (1 article). The sample involved in those
studies comprises students (4 articles) and university students (13 articles). These studies involved
professors, assistant professors, and associates as participants, whereas the rest (1 article) did not
specify at which level the participants were. The age of the sample ranged from 20 to 40 years.
There are two instruments for measuring the Machiavellianism variable that are most widely used
in this collection of articles, namely the Mach-I1V Scale and the Short Dark Triad.

Machiavellianism in the Educational Context

Based on the results of the review of several studies above, Machiavellianism is often associated
with several variables related to the educational context, such as academic misconduct, academic
entitlement, cheating, aggressiveness, knowledge, academic incivilities, tactics, demographic
features, bullying, gambling, education, ethical perception, well-being, and choice or career.

Machiavellian Behavior in Students

According to a study, male students are more prone than female students to exhibit
Machiavellianism (Bekiari & Spanou, 2018). In addition, Bekiari and Spanou identified several
patterns that might be considered Machiavellianism. They claimed that students who frequently
travel for athletic events are viewed as Machiavellian. This is true since there is fierce competition
in the sporting events industry. It's most likely that the exposure he had whilst undergoing training
led him to demonstrate traits associated with Machiavellianism. People who use the internet
frequently may be seen as Machiavellian, particularly when they gather information online and
utilize it against those they oppose. Additionally, Machiavellianism has a tendence to overestimate
someone's intelligence.
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This is in line with (Karim, 2022) findings that Machiavellianism, along with two other Dark Triad
traits, has a significant relationship with knowledge-hiding behavior. They tend not to share
knowledge with their friends, and they even underestimate other people's knowledge. Another
tendency of Machiavellians is that they are usually strategic and think things through. This can be
seen from the results of research conducted by Onyedire et al. (Onyedire et al., 2021). He found
that Machiavellianism was not related to problem gambling. After research, the results show that
Machiavellianism will do something if it has definite benefits for itself. They don't like things that
are uncertain and make them lose money.

Machiavellians have their own tactics for action. Bekiari (Bekiari, 2017) found that other people
influence it. To understand this, Bekiari conducted a study to see how Machiavellian tactics could
develop. Research shows that how verbally aggressive the instructor is influences tactic shaping.
The more verbally aggressive the instructor becomes, the more the Machiavellian develops his
tactics so as not to fall for this. They usually want complete control over themselves. This may
cause them to develop various ways of manipulating others to avoid aggression from others. This
intensive tactic was often found in male students compared to female students. The more
frequently exposure to verbal aggression is received, the more varied the tactics produced. As
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stated by Rehman et al.(Rehman et al., 2018), people with low and high Machiavellianism have
differences regarding their tactics.

Student Unethical Behavior

Basically, Machiavellianism is a person who is willing to get anything for his pleasure, regardless
of whether it is good or bad. This explains why they are often involved in bad behavior, even at
school. Machiavellianism is associated with unethical behavior, academic misconduct, academic
entitlement, and scholastic cheating (Elias, 2015), (Maggalatta & Adhariani, 2020),
(Nkundabanyanga et al., 2014), (Zhang et al., 2018), (Turnipseed & Cohen, 2015). They are also
often associated with bullying (Spanou et al., 2020), (Yuan et al., 2020). This is because people
with Machiavellianism are willing to exploit someone, especially if they hold the target's
weaknesses (Bekiari & Spanou, 2018).

Additionally, Machiavellianism is associated with a tendency to perceive behavior consisting of
low-class engagement, poor class attendance, cheating, class disruption, and attempting to
dominate the class as appropriate (Turnipseed & Cohen, 2015). Even though they have carried out
various kinds of bad behavior, they usually consider this to be normal. This is in accordance with
what Pratama (“Machiavellianism, Tax Knowledge, and Ethical Perceptions of Tax Avoidance:
Survey of Undergraduate Students in West Java, Indonesia,” 2017) found in his research that, as
Primarily found, if they get benefits for themselves, individuals with high Machiavellianism
consider unethical things to be normal.

Well-Being of Student Machiavellian

Machiavellians themselves are manipulative, cynical, and willing to do anything for their personal
gain. So how is their life at school? People around them, particularly friends, shun them. Yang et
al. (Yang et al., 2022) found that the higher the level of Machiavellianism, the lower the subjective
well-being related to learning in high school students. It happens because they like to take
advantage of, exploit, and manipulate someone just to get certain advantages. Since other people
shun them, it leads them to be alone. They must try on their own to solve the learning problems
they face because no one wants to help. If this happens frequently, his view of the welfare of
learning will certainly decrease. In addition, when participants were faced with a dilemma,
Machiavellianism had a significant influence on their psychological stress or anxiety(Tang & Li,
2021). Because of the dilemma they are experiencing, Machiavellians will feel inner conflict,
which may cause them to become stressed or anxious.

Machiavellian Student at College

A Machiavellian in higher education has his own preferences in choosing his college major.
However, this personality also influences these preferences. According to Gruda et al. (Gruda et
al., 2023) Machiavellians are more likely to prefer majors that are more oriented toward things
than caring for people. This may also happen because their nature is more selfish. As is known,
Machiavellianism itself can develop due to the influence of other people. Gruda's research results
are also in line with Bekiari's findings (Bekiari, 2016) that male students who were taught
Machiavellianism were more likely to choose college majors that were more oriented toward
things than majors that focused on caring for others. Because accepted habits can make someone
choose the same thing in the future, including when choosing a college major.

Additionally, Yildirim et al. (Yildirim et al., 2020) found that individuals who received education
on health education had low levels of Machiavellianism. This shows that the more individuals
understand their own health, the more aware they will be of its nature and choose what is good or
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bad. Even though individuals with Machiavellianism have strong thoughts and are difficult to
change, this can be one way to prevent the increase in Machiavellianism in someone so that they
can become better individuals in the future and be ready to enter the real world.

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of the review answer the problem formulation in this research. Among others, some
articles uncover that Machiavellianism is related to most behavioral problems in educational
settings, such as unethical behavior, academic misconduct, academic entitlement, and scholastic
cheating. It is no wonder due to the nature of Machiavellianism itself, namely manipulative deeds
in order to gain their own benefits. The development of this dark personality is also apparently
influenced by the school environment, one of which is the teacher's attitude. This review also found
that children’s possible exposure to aggression makes them more susceptible to producing behavior
associated with Machiavellianism and more prone to Machiavellianism.

We hope this scoping review can be a basis for us to design interventions for teachers and schools
to maintain the quality of learning and teaching in reducing Machiavellianism in schools. We also
hope this study stimulates subsequent research focus on deepening and extending
Machiavellianism in the educational realm.

Acknowledgement
The author also expresses sincere thanks for the assistance and support provided during the
completion of this research to the participants.

REFERENCE

Bekiari, A. (2016). Insights Into Instructors’ Verbal Aggressiveness and Students’
Machiavellianism Through Leadership Style and Motivational Climate. European Scientific
Journal, ESJ, 12(25), 90. https://doi.org/10.19044/esj.2016.v12n25p90

Bekiari, A. (2017). Verbally Aggressive Instructors and Machiavellian Students: Is the Socio-
Communicative  Style an  Over-Bridging?  Psychology, 08(10), 1437-1454.
https://doi.org/10.4236/psych.2017.810095

Bekiari, A., & Spanou, K. (2018). Machiavellianism in Universities: Perceiving Exploitation in
Student Networks. Social Networking, 07(01), 19-31.
https://doi.org/10.4236/sn.2018.71002

Elias, R. (2015). The Effect of Machiavellianism on Business Students’ Perception of Cheating.
Academy of Educational Leadership Journal, 19(1), 175. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1141921

Esteves, G. G. L., Oliveira, L. S., de Andrade, J. M., & Menezes, M. P. (2021). Dark triad predicts
academic cheating. Personality and Individual Differences, 171(July), 110513.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2020.110513

Gruda, D., McCleskey, J., & Khoury, 1. (2023). Cause we are living in a Machiavellian world, and
I am a Machiavellian major: Machiavellianism and academic major choice. Personality and
Individual Differences, 205(January), 112096. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2023.112096

Haddaway, N. R., Page, M. J., Pritchard, C. C., & McGuinness, L. A. (2022). PRISMA2020: An
R package and Shiny app for producing PRISMA 2020-compliant flow diagrams, with
interactivity for optimised digital transparency and Open Synthesis. Campbell Systematic
Reviews, 18(2), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.1002/cl2.1230

Hedrih, V. (2023, March 30). Machiavellianism most pronounced in students of politics and law,
least pronounced in students of social work, nursing and education. PsyPost.
https://www.psypost.org/2023/03/machiavellianism-most-pronounced-in-students-of-
politics-and-law-least-pronounced-in-students-of-social-work-nursing-and-education-

268 https://doi.org/10.24912/ijassh.v1i4.29032



Machiavellianism in Educational Setting: What is Known? Hutapea & Tausi
A Scoping Review

74444

Karim, D. N. (2022). Linking dark triad traits, psychological entitlement, and knowledge hiding
behavior. Heliyon, 8(7), e09815. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2022.e09815

Lang, A., & Lénard, K. (2015). The relation between memories of childhood psychological
maltreatment and Machiavellianism. Personality and Individual Differences, 77, 81-85.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2014.12.054

Machiavellianism, tax knowledge, and ethical perceptions of tax avoidance: Survey of
undergraduate students in West Java, Indonesia. (2017). International Journal of Trade and
Global Markets, 10(1), 83—90. https://doi.org/10.1504/IJTGM.2017.082370

Maggalatta, A., & Adhariani, D. (2020). For love or money: investigating the love of money,
Machiavellianism and accounting students’ ethical perception. Journal of International
Education in Business, 13(2), 203-220. https://doi.org/10.1108/JIEB-09-2019-0046

Mccleskey, J. (2013). The Dark Side of Leadership : Measurement , Assessment , and Intervention.
Business Renaissance Quarterly: Enhancing the Quality of Life at Work, 8(2/3), 35-54.

Nkundabanyanga, S. K., Omagor, C., & Nalukenge, I. (2014). Correlates of academic misconduct
and CSR proclivity of students. Journal of Applied Research in Higher Education, 6(1),
128-148. https://doi.org/10.1108/JARHE-05-2012-0016

Onyedire, N. G., Chukwuorji, J. B. C., Orjiakor, T. C., Onu, D. U., Aneke, C. I., & Ifeagwazi, C.
M. (2021). Associations of Dark Triad traits and problem gambling: Moderating role of age
among university students. Current Psychology, 40(5), 2083-2094.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-018-0093-3

Rehman, U., Nabi, A., & Shahnawaz, M. G. (2018). Machiavellianism, Influential Tactics and
Well-being Among Indian College Students. Psychological Studies, 63(1), 42-51.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12646-018-0443-0

Spanou, K., Bekiari, A., & Theocharis, D. (2020). Bullying and machiavellianism in university
through social network analysis. Revista Internacional de Sociologia, 78(1), 1-11.
https://doi.org/10.3989/ris.2020.78.1.18.096

Tang, S., & Li, K. (2021). The Influence of Chinese Machiavellianism and Moral Identity on the
Level of Anxiety in Moral Dilemma Situations in Chinese Students. Frontiers in
Psychology, 12(February), 1-6. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.615835

Turnipseed, D. L., & Cohen, S. R. (2015). Academic entitlement and socially aversive
personalities: Does the Dark Triad predict academic entitlement? Personality and Individual
Differences, 82, 72-75.

Yang, M., Qu, C., Guo, H., Guo, X., Tian, K., & Wang, G. (2022). Machiavellianism and learning-
related subjective well-being among Chinese senior high school students: A moderated
mediation model. Frontiers in Psychology, 13(September), 1-11.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyq.2022.915235

Yildirim, M. S., Yildiz, M., & Okyar, G. (2020). Examining the relationship between narcissism
and Machiavellianism levels in students receiving health education. Journal of Clinical
Medicine of Kazakhstan, 5(59), 15-19. https://doi.org/10.23950/1812-2892-jcmk-00776

Yuan, G., Liu, Z., & An, Y. (2020). Machiavellianism, Mindfulness and Cyberbullying among
Chinese Junior High School Students: The Mediating Role of Empathy. Journal of
Aggression, Maltreatment and Trauma, 29(9), 1047-1058.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2019.1667467

Zhang, J., Paulhus, D. L., & Ziegler, M. (2018). Personality predictors of scholastic cheating in a
Chinese sample. Educational Psychology, 0(0), 1-19.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01443410.2018.1502414

https://doi.org/10.24912/ijassh.v1i4.29032 269



